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UNCLAS BRUSSELS 4970 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, BE 

SUBJECT: F-104 REPLACEMENT: BELGIAN DECISION POSTPONED UNTIL 
JUNE 7 

SUMMARY. PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCED THAT BELGIAN DECISION WOULD BE 
POSTPONED UNTIL SATURDAY JUNE 7 AND THAT PARILAMENT WOULD BE 
INFORMED ON TUESDAY JUNE 10. END SUMMARY 

1. AT CONCLUSION OF FOUR-HOUR COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING JUNE 3, 
PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS ACCOMPANIED BY MOD VANDEN BOEYNANTS MET 
WITH PRESS AND READ PREPARED STATEMENT WHICH, IN SUMMARY, SAID: 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HAD MET IN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION TO HEAR 
REPORT FROM MOD VANDEN BOEYNANTS ON HIS MEETING WITH SECDEF IN 
WASHINGTON. "NEW ELEMENTS" RESULTED FROM THAT TRIP. BELGIAN 
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POSSIBILITY OF INTEGRATING EUROPEAN AIRCRAFT INDUSTRIES AND 
REGRETS LACK OF RESULTS FROM THOSE EFFORT. DECISION ON F-104 
REPLACEMENT WILL BE MADE AT COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING SCHEDULED 
FOR 10 AM SATURDAY JUNE 7. PARILAMENT WILL BE INFORMED ON TUESDAY, 
JUNE 10. 

2. IN BRIEF QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD FOLLOWING READING OF PREPARED 
STATEMENT FOLLOWING POINTS EMERGED: 1) VDB SAID THAT "NEW ELEMENTS" 
REFERRED TO IN PREPARED STATEMENT CONCERNED: (A) GUARANTEES ON 
PRICE AND NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT US WOULD PURCHASER) PROCEDURES FOR 
DECISION-MAKING IN F-16 MANAGEMENT PROGRAM; AND (C) BETTER ECONOMIC 
COMPENSATIONS. 2) PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT COUNCIL OF 

MINISTERS DEBATE TODAY HAD NOT FINISHED AND THAT SOME MINISTERS 
HAD HAD TO BE ABSENT. 3) PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT 
EXCLUDE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER FOREIGN CONTACTS BETWEEN NOW AND 
SATURDAY. 

3. ACCORDING TO BELGIAN NEWSPAPERMAN WHO SPOKE TO RASSEMBLEMENT 
WAT. I .ON (RW) MEMBER OF CABINET, GOL, BEFORE PRIME MINISTER'S 
STATEMENT. DECISION WAS POSTPONED UNTIL SATURDAY AND RW WOULD 
MEET JUNE 4 TO DETERMINE WHETHER IT WOULD ALIGN ITS POSITION WITH 
REST OF TINDEMANS' COALITION PARTIES. RENNER 
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